Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 THE HA 04963 131446Z 

44 

ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-16 EA-11 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 ACDA-19 IO-14 AID-20 EB-11 CIEP-02 

TRSE-00 STR-08 OMB-01 CEA-02 NIC-01 SAJ-01 DRC-01 

COME-OO /210W 

111642 

R 131342Z NOV 73 
FM AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2350 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
AMCONSUL CURACAO 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMCONSUL PARAMARIBO 
USLO PEKING 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE THE HAGUE 4963 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, CH, NL 

SUBJECT: DUTCH ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH PRC 

1. MINECON DIRGEN VAN OORSCHOT, WHO HAS JUST RETURNED FROM 
HIS SECOND TRIP TO PEKING, TELLS US THAT AGREEMENT HAS NOW 
BEEN REACHED ON DUTCH-PRC MIXED COMMISSION TO MEET ANNUALLY 
TO DISCUSS TRADE MATTERS OF MUTUAL INTEREST. AGREEMENT DOES 
NOT COVER TECHNICAL COOPERATION WHICH MAY BE SUBJECT OF 
SEPARATE EC ARRANGEMENT LATER. 

2. WHILE VAN OORSCHOT DESCRIBED HIS CONTAACTS WITH PRC 
OFFICIALS AS UNIFORMLY CORDIAL HE WAS BEMUSED BY FACT THAT IT 
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SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN AGREEMENT AND REPRESENTED ON MIXED COM- 
MISSION. FINAL DECISION WAS THAT THEY SHOULD NOT BE BUT THAT 
DUTCH WOULD INTERCEDE ON THEIR BEHALF IF ANY PROBLEMS OR 
OPPORTUNITIES SHOULD ARISE IN THEIR TRADE WITH PRC. 

3. VAN OORSCHOT ADDED CONFIDENTIALLY THAT MINISTER LUBBERS 
HAS JUST BEEN AUTHORIZED BY DUTCH CABINET TO MAKE ONE WEEK 
TRIP TO PEKING, LEAVING NOV 17. THIS WILL BE FIRST VISIT 
BY DUTCH MINISTER TO RED CHINA AND IS BASICALLY FOR PROTOCOL 
PURPOSES ONLY ALTHOUGH MINISTER WILL OFFICIATE AT OPENING 
OF DUTCH EXHIBIT AT LOCAL TRADE FAIR AT CANTON. DECISION 
WAS DIFFICULT ONE FOR CABINET AND LUBBERS, BECAUSE OF RECENT 
BREAKDOWN IN DUTCH LABOR NEGOTIATIONS, EVOLVING OIL CRISIS, 

AND CURRENT PARLIAMENTARY CONSIDERATION OF MINECON BUDGET, BUT 
CABINET, APPARENTLY FELT IT WORTHWHILE TO SIEZE THIS OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO DEVELOP CLOSER ECONOMIC TIES WITH PRC. 

GOULD 
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